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FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMCONSUL CALCUTTA IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL BOMBAY IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 183037 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC, PFOR, IN, US 

SUBJECT: HARCOS/FLETCHER 

NEW DELHI FOR SCHNEIDER 
BOMBAY FOR AMBASSADOR MOYNIHAN 

REF: (A) NEW DELHI 10967 (CALCUTTA 1683), (B) NEW DELHI 
10968, (C) NEW DELHI 10465 (CALCUTTA 1609), (D) NEW DELHI 
11015 (BOMBAY 1954). 

1. TO SETTLE FOR AN ARRANGEMENT WITH DEFENSE LAWYER 
BHOSE WITHOUT PURSUING REQUEST FOR CONSULAR ACCESS TO 
TRIAL AS FAR AS POSSIBLE SEEMS TO US SOMEWHAT PREMATURE 
AND MIGHT ALSO CREATE SUBSTANTIAL DIFFICULTIES IN 
PRACTICE.INDIAN LAWYER WOULD BE PUT IN HIGHLY UNCERTAIN 
SITUATION REGARDLESS OF GOWB ASSURANCES AND WE COULD NOT 
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BE SURE INFORMATION WE RECEIVED WAS RELIABLE OR COMPLETE. 
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AS LONG AS PROCEEDINGS ARE IN CAMERA, THESE FACTORS WOULD 
APPLY EVEN IF WE WERE TO HIRE INDIAN COUNSEL ON OUR BEHALF. 

2. WE DO NOT THINK PICKERING SHOULD GO BACK TO THE CHIEF 
MINISTER YET. RATHER WE SUGGEST YOU MAKE A STRONG APPEAL 
TO KEWAL SINGH THAT IN THE INTERESTS OF PROVIDING MAXIMUM 
CONSULAR ASSISTANCE TO THE TWO MEN, WE BE GRANTED PER- 
MISSION TO HAVE A CONSULAR OBSERVER PRESENT AT THE TRIAL. 
HUMANITARIAN CONCERNS AND OUR DESIRE TO MINIMIZE THE AD- 
VERSE EFFECTS OF THIS CASE ON IMPROVING INDO-AMERICAN 
RELATIONS SHOULD ALLOW THE GOI FIND WAY TO PERMIT AN 
OBSERVER UNDER THE CONDITIONS PREVIOUSLY DESCRIBED BY 
PICKERING (REF. C). SHOULD THIS APPROACH APPEAR AT ALL 
PROMISING, WE WOULD THEN SUGGEST PICKERING GO BACK TO THE 
CHIEF MINISTER. 

3. APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS. BUT BELIEVE WE SHOULD CONTINUE 
PURSUE QUESTION OF ACCESS TO THE TRIAL AND NOT AT THIS 

TIME SETTLE FOR A LESS THAN SATISFACTORY COMPROMISE. INGERSOLL 
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